USS Enterprise
Remembers Those Lost
In 1969 Fire

Several years after a group of USS Enterprise
velerans set out @0 dedicate & commemorative
plague at the Navy Memaorial in honor of Lhe 28
killed and 345 wounded in the ragic shipboard
firer of 1966, a large contingent of ship veterans,
families and friends corvened in the Naval Heritage
Center to see thelr efforts come to fuition, Three
plaques honoring those who were lost and wounded
were dodicated that day in an emotional eeremony.
Adm. Robert Willard, USN, Vice Chief of Naval
Operations, witnessed the event and carrent
comemanding officer Capt. Kent Lee sent video
greetings,

In 156, five veteran Michael Joe Carlin
published Trial: Ordeat Of The 1S5 Enferprise, a
riveting account of the fire and a moving tibute
to the brave crew whao fought to save the ship,
Several years later another fire veteran, Mike
Newille, inspired by Carlin's book, sought to reunite
his shiprates at a reanion and memorial service
at Pearl Harbor on January 14, 2004, the 35th
anniversary of the fire,

[n attendance at the 20404 reunion were the
widows and elher family members of three of those
lost in the fire. Each of these women, and other
widows anil family members who were contacted
ifter the reunion, expressed their disappointment
im the absenee of thelr loved ones' names on the
Vietnam Wall, This issue, a clroumstanee that
Neville refers to as “an accldent of geography,”
promyred him to pursie an alternative venue to
memorialize his lost shipmates. He found the Navy
Memorial's Commemorative Plague Wall (o be an
ideal choice and he and his shipmates raised the
necessary funds for two plagques memorizlizing the
fire and honoring the 28 moen who died,

While Neville was working on the five plague
project, Navy Memorial Director of Planned Giving
Paol T. Haley printed out to him that there was

not a plaque commemorating the USS Ewlerprise
CVA(N) 65 and that if one could be enmmissioned,

it eonld be
appropriately placed
adjacent to the fire
plaques, Neville
immediately
contacted 1158
Agsociation
Chairmnan Chas
Foloik who quickly ' ; 3
secured the
comitEzsion of the
ship's plaque in
Elimoe fo poin Ehe
fire plagues on the
Compremaritive
Wall. As Meville
has put if,

“The eombined Presented by their
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families and shigimates

CVA(N) 65

dedieation was a s
prrime example of
the whole being greater than the sum of its parts,”

Because Exlerprese was at sea at the time
ol the dedication, her representation was fimited
bt impressive. Speaking on behalf of the ship
wag Chiel Karl Parsons, Abso in attendance were
dan Bice and Tervde DeClered, (he wives of the
carrent commanding alficer and command mastar
chief, Inaddition o his comments, Chief Pamons
presented a short video produced by the Enterprise
erew, highlighting the ship's 45 yeurs of honorable
serviee and honoving the 1969 crew and sundang
family members by speaking of the lessons
learmed, thanking them for sawing the ship, and
remembering their dead.

Representing the 1968 crew wers more than G0
shipmutes and their families, two sailors from the
UISS Kogers, whose aid to Enferprise during the fire
was crucial, and ronghly 40 family members of the
28 lnst shipmates, Speaking on behalf of the 19606
crew wis retired Vice Adm. Kenl Lee, Enferprise
commanding officer at the time of the fire, and
speaking on behalf of the surviving families was
Robert Pyeat!, father of fire victim LL.(j.g ) Buddy

Pyeatl,

Thin Articla prirted in
Tha United States bavy Mesmsrial
The Lene Bsilad Winter T0DT



